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Join Josh Kaplowitz and Morgan Gerard as they delve into key takeaways from the ACP Siting and Permitting

Conference in Seattle. Discover emerging trends in renewable energy, including biodiversity goals, battery storage

challenges, and the impact of federal and state policies. Gain insights into the importance of community

engagement and the promising future of clean energy projects.

Which trends emerged as important to the panelists and attendees?

The impact of the federal actions and the executive orders.

Which microtrends are top of mind?

The importance of state-level permitting reforms.

The need for successful community and tribal engagement to help ensure the successful development of
projects.

The continued momentum around renewable energy projects.

The energy sector is currently undergoing seismic change and with that change comes tremendous opportunity.

Our energy video series, which features nationally recognized Troutman Pepper partners as they discuss a vast

array of unique and complex challenges that face the energy industry.
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Josh Kaplowitz (00:07):

Hey, I am Josh Kaplowitz. I’m a senior counsel at Troutman Pepper Locke.

Morgan Gerard (00:13):

And I’m Morgan Gerard, an associate at Troutman Pepper Locke. Recently we attended the ACP Siting and

Permitting Conference in Seattle, and we wanted to run through our takeaways from the conference and also just

catch up a little bit.
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Josh Kaplowitz (00:25):
I’m fairly new to the firm — legacy Locke Lord — and even though we’re in the same office, it was great to go

across the country and get to spend time with you and Andrea and Ben and bond with the renewable energy team

in an exotic locale. Well, Seattle — that’s how I would consider Seattle.

Morgan Gerard  (00:52):

Yeah, no, it was great. It was very much helped by the fact that we got nice weather. That really sells the trip.

Josh Kaplowitz (01:02):
It would’ve been great if ACP had just held the conference outdoors.

Morgan Gerard (01:07):

I think it would’ve worked.

Josh Kaplowitz (01:12):

For me, it was about getting integrated with an industry that I’ve been involved with on the periphery but have only

just recently started to do a lot more intensive work in. Really, the best part was seeing clients that we had worked

with over Zoom and virtually, and getting to see them in person — having dinner with them, sidebar conversations.

Setting aside the panels, which I thought were quite good, that to me is sort of the heart of conferences: having

those one-on-one interactions.

It was really well attended, and it was just a packed house with a lot more energy than even I was expecting.

Renewable permitting gets me pretty excited.

Morgan Gerard (02:06):

No, I really agree. It was a much bigger conference than what I was expecting and very well attended. The panels

were very well attended, and there was a lot of — what’s the right word — good talent at the front of the room

presenting.

As a lawyer, I really liked hearing from the developers about the challenges they have with their projects, moving

their projects forward, and the internal frustrations that they have that we don’t really get to see when we’re trying

to help them with the process. I thought that was really insightful and I really enjoyed hearing from them.

There were things that I found educational and things that I think captured the trend, but a couple of trends I

thought were really interesting. One was a huge focus on biodiversity and projects — promoting biodiversity. I

thought that was very intriguing, that companies are setting biodiversity goals. And as the lawyers, I start

wondering: what does that mean? How do you measure those metrics? Very, very interesting.

How about you — anything that you think was a trend that was spotted at the conference?

Josh Kaplowitz (03:28):

Well, there was definitely a bit of a duality in terms of how people viewed the current political climate. The panel

that stuck out for me the most was the one talking about all the executive actions. I have to give a shout out to our

colleague Ben Cowen for his excellent job sitting on that panel. I was one of the last people to get into the room.
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Morgan Gerard (03:57):

it was standing room only.

Josh Kaplowitz (03:59):

If there was any indication of what was really on everyone’s mind, it was that: what are the knock-on effects of

these executive actions? That, plus a lot of the side conversations, really focused on that — obviously through the

lens of what everyone’s going through with their projects on a day-to-day basis. That’s the one that really stuck

out to me.

Morgan Gerard (04:25):

Yeah, I agree. That was kind of the panel highlight. But there were a couple of other micro trends that were kicking

around. There was so much focus — at least that I saw — on battery storage and fire. I thought that was very

interesting after Moss Landing, and how developers are starting to think about and grapple with that issue, and

how investors are getting much more interested in it. That was a big one for me.

And then in side conversations, there was so much interest around the Inflation Reduction Act and energy

communities brownfield qualification. That wasn’t a panel, but it seemed to be very top of mind for the folks that I

was talking to.

How about you — anything top of mind in the folks that you were talking to?

Josh Kaplowitz (05:19):

Yeah, first off, I share your surprise that energy communities wasn’t a panel. We’ll have to let the fine folks at

ACP know that should be a panel next year.

Building off of what I was saying about the uncertainty with federal policy, it was interesting to go to some of the

state policy panels. I saw one — I think it was actually one of the last panels — a panel full of folks from Minnesota

talking about their permitting reform efforts and how they were able to streamline the wind and solar siting

process. I was furiously taking notes on the lessons that we could learn in all the many other states that we

practice in.

With so much uncertainty at the federal level, people are redesigning their projects to avoid federal permitting and

really focusing on state-level permitting as the primary barrier to getting approvals and being able to get financing.

I think a lot of attention is going to shift to how we can do better at the state level and get these projects moving in

a more efficient fashion. Learning how a state on the vanguard of that managed to do it — while keeping

stakeholders very involved — I think was really useful, and those learnings can be applied to a lot of the states in

which we operate.

Morgan Gerard (07:01):

Yeah, I completely agree. Among the other points of hot discussion — to dovetail off what you’re saying — is

community engagement, tribal engagement, and dealing with local stakeholders: how you communicate your

message to the people around you and around your project, and being a good community steward. I think that is

really going to focus in on the states and getting state approvals. That was a major, major point.
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Josh Kaplowitz (07:37):

It gave me hope. I’m not going to lie — it’s tough being in renewable energy and being here in DC. But getting

outside of DC and actually meeting the folks that are on the ground making these projects happen, still having a lot

of enthusiasm and success and sharing that with everyone — that was a big boost to the spirits and made me feel

like renewable energy can not just survive, but thrive in the next four years.

Morgan Gerard (08:10):

Yeah, I agree. It was nice to hear about all the projects that are kicking off, all the projects in the pipeline — people

really getting their hands dirty and putting developments together and continuing to invest in a clean energy future.

It’s really nice to be out there and meet all those people.

Josh Kaplowitz (08:33):

Absolutely. I’ll wrap it up by reiterating how great it was to be around the rest of the renewable energy team, or at

least most of it. I really look forward to future conference opportunities.

Copyright, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP. These recorded materials are designed for educational purposes only.

This video is not legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship. The views and opinions

expressed in this podcast are solely those of the individual participants. Troutman does not make any

representations or warranties, express or implied, regarding the contents of this podcast. Information on previous

case results does not guarantee a similar future result. Users of this video may save and use the video only for

personal or other non-commercial, educational purposes. No other use, including, without limitation, reproduction,

retransmission or editing of this video may be made without the prior written permission of Troutman Pepper

Locke. If you have any questions, please contact us at troutman.com.

DISCLAIMER: This transcript was generated using artificial intelligence technology and may contain inaccuracies

or errors. The transcript is provided “as is,” with no warranty as to the accuracy or reliability. Please listen to the

video for complete and accurate content. You may contact us to ask questions or to provide feedback if you

believe that something is inaccurately transcribed.
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