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Blake collaborates with clients on matters related to government contracting, investigations, and disputes. His
senior-level government experience generates valuable insights and strategies for clients across a variety of
industries.

OVERVIEW

Blake provides comprehensive services to clients that interact with government. He is skilled in high-stakes
government contracts litigation and government investigations involving federal agencies and state attorneys
general.

Blake has led matters for global corporations and startup companies. These matters span the full breadth of
government contracting and state and federal investigations, including bid protests, REAs and claims, suspension
and debarment issues, FCA investigations, and statutory and regulatory compliance. He has appeared (and won)
before numerous federal agencies and state and federal courts.

Blake previously held senior positions in the Office of the Kentucky Attorney General. He helped lead an office of
200+ employees, set and execute the office’s policy goals, and represent the office before multiple legislative
bodies. His work spanned ESG issues, energy policy, the opioid crisis, and much more. As a result, he draws on a
significant understanding of government priorities and legislative strategies to help clients navigate complex legal
landscapes.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

® Second-chaired — from writing and filing the bid protest through arbitration and settlement negotiations — the
protest of a nearly $200 million FAA award.

® Second-chaired a False Claims Act investigation of a Fortune 500 defense contractor.
* Drafted and worked the longest-running pre-award bid protest ever filed at the U.S. Court of Federal Claims.
* Drafted, filed, and led dozens of bid protests before federal agencies and the GAO.

® Helped research and brief case law in defense of the U.S. Air Force’s Other Transaction Authority (OTA) award
of a rocket launch services contract.

® Assisted with the response to simultaneous federal and state investigations of a Fortune 500 energy company.
* Advised a Fortune 500 company on the risks of a public-private partnership that involved supplying battery
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packs for government-owned buses.

® Counseled an aerospace services provider on government’s exercise of option period and, with one letter to
the contracting officer, convinced the government that it had forfeited its unilateral right to the option period.

* Provided government contracts-related counsel (e.g., claim submission, contract management, impact of
impending legislation, etc.) to a major government services provider.

* Presented ITAR, EAR, compliance, and ethics training to government contractors.

¢ Handled complex construction and maritime matters, including delay claims, design errors, contract review,
warranty and insurance issues, Coast Guard investigations, and Little Miller Act-related disputes.

AWARDS

¢ Legal 500 United States: Government: State Attorneys General (2025)
* Nominee, American Council for Young Political Leaders Exchange (for rising government leaders)
* Nonprofit Advocacy Partner Award, Kentucky Nonprofit Network (for work combating the opioid crisis)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

e Government Contracts
¢ Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement
¢ State Attorneys General

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

¢ Enforcement Actions + Investigations
® Government + Regulatory

® Government Contracts

e | ocal Government Services

e Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement

e State Attorneys General

e White Collar Litigation + Investigations

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

® Adjunct professor, Contracts Law, Liberty University School of Law
* America Reads tutor
® Substitute church pianist

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

® Senior counsel and director of legal policy, Office of the Kentucky Attorney General
* Deputy general counsel and director of legal policy, Office of the Kentucky Attorney General

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION
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e William & Mary Law School, J.D., 2015, student body president and graduation speaker

e University of Louisville, B.A., summa cum laude, 2012, McConnell scholar; University of Oxford, Exeter College,
Summer 2011; Renmin University, Beijing, China, Summer 2011

BAR ADMISSIONS

¢ District of Columbia
e Kentucky

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

® Guest speaker, Government Contracts Law, William & Mary Law School.

PUBLICATIONS

® Co-author, “Growing Trend: State AGs Making Investigations Public,” Reuters Legal and Westlaw Today,
August 20, 2025.

e Co-author, “2024 State AG Election Re-Cap: Where Things Stand the Day after Election Day,” Troutman
Pepper, November 6, 2024.

® Co-author, “Money and Power at Odds: PE Meets Increased Oversight From State AGs,” Troutman Pepper
and Regulatory Oversight, July 12, 2024.

® Co-author, “Federal Court Dismisses Antitrust Claims Against Private Equity Firm,” Regulatory Oversight, May
31, 2024.

e Co-author, “California’s AB 3129: Implications for Private Equity Investments in Physician Practices,” Troutman
Pepper, April 16, 2024.
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