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Dabney's clients rely on his extensive trial experience and deep knowledge of high-stakes litigation to help them
efficiently resolve their most complex disputes, especially in the areas of patent infringement, product liability, and
environmental and regulatory litigation.

OVERVIEW

Dabney’s broad litigation background and trial experience make him an effective courtroom advocate and a
pragmatic strategic advisor. He efficiently manages highly complex cases and helps his clients meet their business
objectives.

Dabney has served as lead counsel to clients on a wide range of matters, including patent infringement litigation,
cutting-edge environmental disputes, and product liability claims involving complex medical and technical issues.
Dabney is particularly known for his experience in the “rocket docket” of the Eastern District of Virginia, which is
regarded as the fastest-moving court in the U.S. His background also includes litigating complex construction
defect cases and catastrophic personal injury claims.

Dabney has been recognized in Best Lawyers in America in multiple litigation categories since 2007, including
Patent Litigation, Product Liability Litigation, and Commercial Litigation, and has been recognized as one of
America’s leading attorneys by Chambers USA since 2008.

In addition to his leadership in the legal field, Dabney has been active in his community, especially on issues of
education, serving as a volunteer tutor in the Richmond Public Schools, as a pro bono counsel to the first charter
elementary school in Virginia, and as a gubernatorial appointee to a committee studying innovation in K-12
education. He has also served as an elected member of the Virginia State Bar Council.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Representing a quasi-state agency responsible for operation of large hydroelectric project before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in litigation involving alleged license violations.

Representing an interstate pipeline operator in litigation against the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration (PHMSA) challenging the release of confidential information relating to pipeline operations.

Lead counsel defending a leading manufacturer of medical devices against claims seeking more than $100
million in damages for infringement of patents relating to surgical endoscopes. Successfully invalidated multiple
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claims in re-examination and obtained summary judgment on remaining claims.

Represented a worldwide leading manufacturer of computer networking equipment in a patent infringement
action relating to computer network security and preventing cyber security threats and a patent infringement
action relating to redirecting Internet traffic to improve routing and avoid security risks.

Represented a leading manufacturer of cyber security and identity theft protection software products in a patent
infringement action relating to detecting malicious software and cyber security threats in computer networks.

Defended a worldwide leading manufacturer of prescription eyeglass lenses in a patent infringement suit
relating to progressive multifocal lenses.

Represented a medical device manufacturer in multiple claims involving allegedly defective hip implants.

Served as lead counsel for coal mine operator, which had reclaimed and restored previously mined areas in
action alleging violations of the Clean Water Act (CWA) the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
(SMCRA). Obtained summary judgment, which was affirmed on appeal to the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Represented telecommunications company providing cloud network services in defense of class action
securities fraud claims.

Served as lead trial counsel in a four-day bench trial, defending a Clean Water Act suit relating to the storage of
coal ash byproducts from power generation.

Served as lead counsel for a leading provider of travel insurance products in a dispute with travel websites over
breach of a distribution agreement. The matter settled favorably after notice of suit and pre-suit negotiations.

Represented a semiconductor manufacturer in a patent infringement suit involving six patents relating to
computer graphics processors, resulting in a jury verdict of noninfringement.

AWARDS

Best Lawyers in America®: Commercial Litigation (2012-2026), Copyright Law (2013-2026), Litigation –
Intellectual Property (2012-2026), Litigation – Patent (2012-2026), Patent Law (2013-2026), Product Liability
Litigation – Defendants (2011-2026), Trademark Law (2013-2026)

Class of 2024 Hall of Fame, Virginia Lawyers Weekly (2024)

Super Lawyers®: Virginia (2010-2021)

Best Lawyers in America®: “Lawyer of the Year” in Product Liability Litigation (2013)

Best Lawyers in America®: “Lawyer of the Year” in Patent Law (2020)

Chambers USA: Intellectual Property Law, Southern Virginia (2008-2025)

Business Today: Top 10 Intellectual Property Lawyers in Southern Virginia (2023)

Virginia Business Magazine: “Legal Elite” in Civil Litigation (2023) and Intellectual Property/Cybersecurity
(2022)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Litigation + Trial

Patent Litigation

Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Government + Regulatory Litigation

  Litigation + Trial

  Patent Litigation

  Pharmaceutical + Medical Device Litigation + Counseling
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  Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference

International Association of Defense Counsel

Virginia State Bar
Governing Council (2015-2021)
Board of Governors, Intellectual Property Section (2010-2020)

Virginia Bar Association
Civil Litigation Executive Council (2004-2014); Chair (2012-2014)
Faculty member, Harry L. Carrico Professionalism Course (2009-2012)

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D., 1988, Winner, Lile Moot Court Competition, 1988Winner, Stephen J.
Traynor Award for Best Oral Advocate, 1988 

College of William & Mary, B.A., 1983

BAR ADMISSIONS

Virginia

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Virginia

U.S. District Court, Western District of Virginia

U.S. Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

CLERKSHIPS

Hon. James R. Spencer, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, 1988-1989

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Moderator, “Practicing Law in a Pandemic,” Webinar sponsored by John Marshall and Lewis F. Powell, Jr.
American Inns of Court, July 25, 2020.

Panelist, “Beyond the Patent Powerhouse,” Greater Richmond Chamber’s Entrepreneurial Trilogy, February 5,
2013.

PUBLICATIONS

Co-author, “Analogies to Federal Law in the State Regulatory Context,” Law360, August 19, 2025.

Co-author, “Fed. Circ. Offers Guidance on Right to Repair in Patent Law,” Law360, April 5, 2024.
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Author, “Building on Successful Judicial Assignment Reform in Texas,” Law360, April 17, 2023.

Co-author, “Why the Original ‘Rocket Docket’ Will Likely Resume Its Pace,” Law360, February 9, 2023.

Author, “Change Could Be Coming to Patent Suit Volume in Texas,” Law360, June 29, 2022.

Co-author, “How the Pandemic Is Shaping Patent Trials in District Courts,” Law360, February 18, 2021.

Co-author, “Patent Rights: Best Practices for Responding to Patent Demand Letters,” Manufacturing Today,
July 2018.

Co-author, “Litigating Patent Infringement Cases in the Rocket Docket,” Virginia State Bar, Virginia
Lawyer, August 2017.

Author, “Does Inducement of Patent Infringement Require Actual Knowledge of a Patent?—The Supreme
Court’s Review of Global Tech Appliances Inc. v. SEB S.A.,” BNA’s Patent, Trademark & Copyright Journal,
January 2011.

Co-author, “Supreme Court Grants Cert to Decide the State of Mind Necessary for Induced Infringement,”
Troutman Sanders Intellectual Property Advisory, Oct. 13, 2010.

Co-author, Virginia Law of Products Liability (Thomson/West 2002).

MEDIA COMMENTARY

Mentioned, “Judge Cements Decision Clearing Cisco From $2.75B Ruling,” Law360, June 17, 2024.

Quoted, “EDTX Eclipses WDTX as Top Patent Venue,” Law360, February 7, 2024.

Mentioned, “Legal Lions of The Week,” Law360, December 15, 2023.

Mentioned, “Cisco Clears IP Suit After Axed $2.7B Judgment, Recusal Row,” Law360, December 11, 2023.

Quoted, “4th Circ. Says Water Act Liability Shield Blocks Mine Suit,” Law360, March 30, 2021.

Mentioned, “Capital One Asks Fed. Circ. to Revive Patent Antitrust Claims,” Law360, October 15, 2014.

Quoted, “A Lesson on Due Diligence,” Richmond Times Dispatch, February 5, 2013.

Quoted, “Va. IP Case May Lower Bar for Piercing Corporate Veil,” Law360, November 16, 2012.
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