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Eric is a first-chair trial attorney who has dedicated his entire career to helping clients in the pharmaceutical,
medical device, and health care sectors manage risk. His trial to verdict experience in courts throughout the U.S.
make him a go-to litigator for his clients' most difficult cases.

OVERVIEW

Eric defends clients in litigation involving mass tort, personal injury, and wrongful death claims. As a sought-after
trial attorney for one of the largest pharmaceutical companies in the world, he has trial-to-verdict experience in
federal and state courts throughout the U.S. Eric has significant experience with multidistrict litigation (MDL), has
served as lead counsel in “virtual firms” for large mass torts, and also defends clients against single-plaintiff
claims.

Equally comfortable with science and the law, Eric is recognized for his ability to effectively communicate his
clients’ products and technologies to diverse audiences. His experience spans a diverse range of products and
therapeutic applications, from hip replacement devices to cosmetic injectables.

Eric is also passionate about serving his community. He and his wife have served as certified foster parents to
multiple children and he has held various leadership roles at his church. Eric has also coached several youth
sports teams.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Terri Freeman, et al v. Ethicon, Inc., et al., No. 2:20-cv-10661-CBM (C.D.CA) (2022) –Trial counsel for Ethicon
and Johnson & Johnson in a pelvic mesh case remanded from the MDL proceedings. The plaintiffs requested
$50 million during closing arguments. Secured a complete defense verdict.

Benestad, et al v. Ethicon, Inc., et al., No. 0:20-cv-60496 (S.D.Fla.) (2023) –Trial counsel for Ethicon and
Johnson & Johnson in a pelvic mesh case remanded from the MDL proceedings. The plaintiff sought more than
$10 million in damages. Secured a complete defense verdict.

Dandy v. Ethicon Women’s Health and Urology, et al., No. 3:20-CV-00431 (D.N.J.) (2023) – Trial counsel for
Ethicon and Johnson & Johnson in a pelvic mesh case remanded from the MDL proceedings. The plaintiff
sought more than $10 million in damages. Secured a complete defense verdict.

Johnson v. BioSense Webster, Inc., No. 19-CV-35Eau Claire County, Wis. Cir.) (2023) –Trial counsel for
BioSense Webster, Inc., a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson, in a catastrophic injury case involving a patient

©2025 Troutman Pepper Locke 1

https://www.troutman.com
https://www.troutman.com/office/atlanta/


who developed a stroke following a cardiac ablation procedure. Claims against our client resolved mid-trial.

Ahmed v. Johnson & Johnson Health Care Systems, Inc. et al., No. 1:22-cv-190 (S.D. Ala.) (2024) – Trial
counsel for DePuy Orthopaedics and Johnson & Johnson in a hip implant case. Secured complete defense
verdict.

King v. DePuy Orthopaedics, Inc., et al., No. CV-23-00196-PHX-SMB (D. Ariz.) (2024) – Trial counsel for DePuy
Orthopaedics and Johnson & Johnson in hip implant case. Secured a complete defense verdict.

Co-authored an amicus brief supporting a petition for a writ of certiorari before the U.S. Supreme Court in Bristol-
Myers Squibb Co. v. Connors (No. 20-1149). The pending case involves claims brought by the Hawaii attorney
general in which two drug companies were denied a federal forum to raise First Amendment claims. On behalf
of amici, the brief threads together the combined unfairness of being denied a federal forum to raise First
Amendment challenges with the due process concerns of private counsel in certain state attorney general
matters.

Served as lead trial counsel and national discovery counsel, and managed more than 10 expert witnesses for a
global pharmaceutical company in multidistrict litigation involving thousands of pelvic mesh lawsuits.

Served as national counsel for a global pharmaceutical company in ongoing product liability matters arising out
of recalled knee injections.

Developed case strategy as part of the core national defense/trial team and regularly argued before the MDL
court on behalf of a global pharmaceutical company as one of the leads in an ongoing MDL involving hernia
mesh.

Served as national counsel for a global pharmaceutical company defending claims involving a cosmetic facial
filler device. Obtained dismissals as a matter of law, argued multiple appeals, and reached favorable
settlements in remaining matters.

AWARDS

Benchmark Litigation: “Future Litigation Star” in Georgia (2025)

Best Lawyers in America®: Mass Tort Litigation / Class Actions – Defendants (2025-2026)

Chambers USA: Product Liability & Mass Torts, USA Nationwide (2020-2025) and Litigation: Product Liability,
Georgia (2025)

Legal 500 United States: Dispute Resolution: Product Liability, Mass Tort and Class Action: Pharmaceuticals
and Medical Devices – Defense (2021-2024)

Law360: “Rising Star” (2021)

Benchmark Litigation: Litigation Star (2022, 2023); Future Litigation Star (2021, 2024)

Benchmark Litigation: Rising Stars Under 40 (2016-2017)

Benchmark Litigation: 40 & Under Hot List (2016, 2020-2023)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Consumer Products

Health Care + Life Sciences

Pharmaceutical + Medical Device Litigation + Counseling

Product Liability

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Appellate + Supreme Court

  Business Litigation

  Consumer Products
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  Health Care + Life Sciences

  Litigation + Trial

  Pharmaceutical + Medical Device Litigation + Counseling

  Product Liability

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Vice chair, Drug and Medical Device Seminar Planning Committee, Defense Research Institute

Defense Research Institute Steering Committee

International Association of Defense Counsel

Trial Attorneys of America

Experience serving as a certified foster parent

Coach for youth basketball, baseball, flag football, and soccer

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

The University of Alabama, J.D., magna cum laude, 2007

The University of Alabama, B.S., summa cum laude, 2004

BAR ADMISSIONS

Georgia

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Georgia

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Georgia

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

U.S. District Court, Middle District of Georgia

Supreme Court of Georgia

CLERKSHIPS

Hon. L. Scott Coogler, U.S. District Court, Northern District of Alabama, 2007-2008

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Speaker, 2025 DRI Drug and Medical Device Seminar, May 9, 2025.

Speaker, “Innovative Tactics for Persuading Juries that Pharma and Med Device Companies are Not Bad
Actors,” American Conference Institute’s (ACI) 28th Annual Conference on Drug & Medical Device Litigation,
December 5, 2023.

Speaker, “Dialogue with Heads of Litigation,” 2023 DRI Drug and Medical Device Seminar, May 5, 2023.

PUBLICATIONS
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Podcast, “AI in the Operating Room: Liability Issues for Device Makers,” The Good Bot: Artificial Intelligence,
Health Care, and the Law, August 20, 2024.

Co-author, “AI in the Operating Room: Liability Issues for Device Makers,” Law360, April 16, 2024.

Author, “Science Basics for the Drug and Medical Device Lawyer, Urogynecology Chapter,” DRI hardcopy
resource, 2020.

Author, “Does Hatch-Waxman Need Modification? Regulatory and Legislative Developments Involving FDA’s
Proposed Rule on Generic Drug Labeling,” presented at Pharma Law Conference, New York, February 5,
2015.

Author, “Understanding the Ambiguities in Rule 26’s Expert Disclosure Requirements for Treating Physicians
and Company Witnesses,” Rx for the Defense, August 27, 2013.

MEDIA COMMENTARY

Mentioned, “Litigator of the Week Runners-Up and Shout Outs,” The AmLaw Litigation Daily, July 26, 2024

Mentioned, “Meghan Kelly Does It Again: Defense Verdict in Mesh Suit Is 2nd for Orrick This Year,” New Jersey
Law Journal, May 3, 2023.

Mentioned, “NJ Jury Sides With J&J Unit In Pelvic Mesh Injury Suit,” Law360, May 2, 2023.

Mentioned, “J&J And Ethicon Score Pelvic Mesh Trial Win In Fla.,” Law360, March 16, 2023.

Featured, “Rising Star: Troutman Pepper’s Eric Rumanek,” Law360, June 22, 2021.
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