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Fran represented major industrial and utility companies in complex bankruptcy workouts and litigation. Clients
facing massive toxic tort liabilities relied on his guidance to take them through the reorganizations necessary to
preserve their businesses.

OVERVIEW

Fran is a fellow of The Pepper Center for Public Service. The Pepper Center draws on the talents of the firm’s
retired partners and senior attorneys to wrestle with tough problems facing our communities. Through the Center,
these attorneys study, analyze, and work to resolve problems that affect the lives of people in our communities.

Fran concentrated his practice on national bankruptcy matters and workouts, including the representation of major
health care, energy, and steel companies, and creditors’ committees in commercial transactions, bankruptcy
proceedings, and general litigation throughout the U.S. Engagements have included a comprehensive analysis of
the liabilities presented and the implementation of programs to ensure a long-term resolution. He also has broad
experience in the reorganization of companies plagued with massive toxic tort liabilities, as well as companies in
the textile, automotive, clothing, and construction materials industries. He has represented numerous buyers and
sellers of assets in and out of bankruptcy proceedings.

In addition to his undergraduate degree in economics, Fran earned a master’s degree in economics and finance,
which has proven vital in assisting clients in understanding and solving complex financial problems. Fran has
lectured and published extensively on restructuring and credit issues. In addition, he writes monthly articles on
current bankruptcy topics for The Legal Intelligencer (Philadelphia). He regularly presents educational seminars to
the National Petroleum Energy Credit Association and the International Energy Credit Association. He has also
presented numerous programs to the Philadelphia Bar Association on various topics, including Representing the
Asset Purchaser in Chapter 11, and to the American Bar Association Subcommittee on Mass and Massive Torts,
concerning the use of limited fund class actions as an alternative to bankruptcy. In addition, he routinely lectures to
various creditor groups concerning general bankruptcy issues, including preferences, reclamation, the role of
creditors’ committees and related litigation issues.

AWARDS

Chambers USA: Bankruptcy/Restructuring, Pennsylvania: Philadelphia & Surrounds (2005-2025)

Best Lawyers in America®: Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law
(2009-2026), Litigation – Bankruptcy (2011-2026)
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Pennsylvania Super Lawyers (2013, 2019-2020)

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

Temple University Beasley School of Law, J.D., 1985, editorial board, Temple Law Review

Temple University, M.A., 1982, economics

Temple University, B.A., summa cum laude, 1981, economics

BAR ADMISSIONS

New Jersey

Pennsylvania

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit

U.S. District Court, Middle District of Pennsylvania

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Wisconsin

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York

U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York

U.S. Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit

U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania
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