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Clients turn to Justice Melton when faced with their most challenging litigation and regulatory issues. His practical,
clear-cut guidance is informed by his experience as a senior jurist and government attorney.

OVERVIEW

Justice Melton provides actionable insights for clients involved in appellate, state attorneys general, and
commercial litigation matters. He served for 16 years as a justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia and resigned
as chief justice in 2021 following his appointment in 2018. Prior to leading Georgia’s judicial branch, Justice
Melton served as executive counsel to Governor Sonny Perdue and as an assistant attorney general in the office
of the attorney general in the Georgia Department of Law where he also led the Consumer Protection Section for
four years.

Justice Melton is experienced in a wide cross-section of complex litigation and regulatory matters. He led the
administration of Georgia’s tobacco settlement as well as the creation of the Georgia Lottery Corporation.

AWARDS

Best Lawyers in America®: Appellate Practice (2023-2026) and Commercial Litigation (2023-2026)

“Top Lawyer in Appellate Practice and Commercial Litigation,” GaBiz Magazine (2026)

In November 2020, Auburn renamed its student center after Justice Melton, who as an undergraduate became
the university’s first Black president of the Student Government Association.

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Appellate + Supreme Court

Business Litigation

State Attorneys General

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Appellate + Supreme Court
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  Business Litigation

  Litigation + Trial

  State Attorneys General

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Member, Judicial Nominating Commission, State of Georgia

Board of Councilors, The Carter Center

Board member, Young Life

Board member, Atlanta Youth Academies

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Supreme Court of Georgia, 2005-2021, Chief Justice, 2018-2021

Executive counsel to Governor Sonny Perdue

Georgia Department of Law, Consumer Interests Section, Section leader

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D.

Auburn University, B.S., president, Student Government Association

BAR ADMISSIONS

Georgia

COURT ADMISSIONS

Court of Appeals of Georgia

Georgia State Courts

Georgia Superior Courts

Supreme Court of Georgia

U.S. District Court, Middle District of Georgia

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Georgia

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Georgia

Supreme Court of the United States

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Speaker, “Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast,” 2024 Annual ABA Forum on Construction Law, April 12, 2024.

Speaker, “United States Supreme Court Update and Review 2022-2023 Term,” Association of Corporate
Counsel, Georgia CLE, February 2023.

Speaker, “United States Supreme Court Update and Review 2022-2023 Term,” Troutman Pepper CLE,
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January 2023.

Panelist, ABA’s Bench & Bar Academy, April 4-5, 2022.

PUBLICATIONS

Co-author, “Supreme Court Reverses Affirmative Action,” Troutman Pepper, June 30, 2023.

MEDIA COMMENTARY

Mentioned, “Breaking: Lawsuit Challenging the Legality of City of Mableton Dismissed,” Cobb Courier, January
28, 2025.

Quoted, “Meet New Members Of Georgia’s Judicial Nominating Board,” Law360 Pulse, December 23, 2024.

Quoted, “The Next Generation of Potential Judges Is Losing Interest in State Supreme Courts. Here’s Why,”
Law.com, July 29, 2024.

Profiled, “Ex-Ga. Chief Justice Forecasts Legal Trends, Offers Insight Into Appellate Practice,” Daily Report,
December 14, 2023.

Quoted, “Ga. Supreme Court Elects New Chief Justice,” Law360, March 16, 2022.

Quoted, “On the Bench and in Private Practice, Leah Ward Sears Has Been a Master of Her Craft,” 
Law.com, November 23, 2021.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

©2026 Troutman Pepper Locke 3

https://www.troutman.com/insights/abas-bench-and-bar-academy.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/supreme-court-reverses-affirmative-action.html
https://cobbcountycourier.com/2025/01/breaking-lawsuit-challenging-the-legality-of-city-of-mableton-dismissed/
https://www.troutman.com/insights/meet-new-members-of-georgias-judicial-nominating-board.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/the-next-generation-of-potential-judges-is-losing-interest-in-state-supreme-courts-heres-why.html
https://www.troutman.com/insights/ex-ga-chief-justice-forecasts-legal-trends-offers-insight-into-appellate-practice.html
https://www.law360.com/articles/1474400/ga-supreme-court-elects-new-chief-justice
https://www.law.com/americanlawyer/2021/11/23/on-the-bench-and-in-private-practice-leah-ward-sears-is-a-master-of-her-craft/
http://www.tcpdf.org

