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OVERVIEW

Melissa is an energy regulatory attorney whose practice centers on advising and representing utilities in complex
state regulatory proceedings before state public service commissions. She has extensive experience leading and
supporting base rate cases, including grid investment and modernization cost recovery, depreciation and
dismantlement issues, prudence reviews, and nuclear plant development and construction monitoring
proceedings. Melissa also counsels clients on cost of capital determinations and is a member of the Society of
Utility and Regulatory Financial Analysts and a Certified Rate of Return Analyst.

Melissa has experience assisting utilities in designing and implementing new alternative regulatory frameworks.
She has coordinated multijurisdictional rate cases and supported the development of performance-based
regulation, including work on the first performance-based regulation cases in North Carolina. She has advised
clients in multiple jurisdictions on trade secret matters, utility mergers, integrated resource planning issues, and
franchise/territorial matters. Melissa has also assisted water companies with rate issues and disputes.

Melissa has 25 years of experience in the electric utility industry. Before joining the firm, she worked for 10 years
at a major Southeast utility in various roles in the internal audit, corporate secretary, corporate accounting,
resource planning, transmission planning, and regulatory accounting business functions. Drawing on this in-house
industry and regulatory experience, Melissa provides clients with practical, business-oriented counsel on their
most significant regulatory challenges.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Counseled and prepared numerous client witnesses for participation in state regulatory proceedings including
numerous base rate cases, territorial disputes, plant investment prudence reviews, and merger proceedings.

Assisted in obtaining state regulatory approval of a natural gas/electric utility merger involving several state
jurisdictions.

Helped obtain verification and approval of costs in nuclear construction monitoring proceedings and approval of
new cost forecasts.

Assisted in drafting and executing distributed generation power purchase agreements and amendments and in
connection with contract administration and enforcement matters for one of the largest voluntary renewable
programs in the U.S.
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AWARDS

Best Lawyers in America®: Ones to Watch: Energy Law (2022-2025)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Energy

State Energy Regulation

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Member, Energy Bar Association

Member, Society of Utility and Regulatory Financial Analysts

Barrister, Bleckley Inn of Court (2022 and 2023)

Member, Board, Red Clay Equine Rescue and Sanctuary (2019-present)

Member, Board of Directors, Women’s Energy Network, Greater Atlanta (2015)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Corporate Governance & Entity Management, Legal Department, Southwire Company LLC, 2017-2018

Corporate secretary coordinator, Georgia Power Co., 2010-2012

Senior analyst, Regulatory & Cost Analysis, Georgia Power Co., 2007-2010

Professional Development Program, Georgia Power Co., 2005-2007

Internal audit co-op student, Southern Company Services, 2002-2004

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

Georgia State University College of Law, J.D., 2012

Georgia Institute of Technology, B.S., with highest honors, 2005, management (minor: international affairs)

BAR ADMISSIONS

Georgia

Florida

North Carolina

South Carolina

COURT ADMISSIONS

Georgia Superior Courts

Court of Appeals of Georgia

Supreme Court of Georgia

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
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Panelist, Construction Law Section Zoom Breakfast Meeting, Atlanta Bar Association, April 28, 2021.
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