
  

Nicole E. Crossey
Associate

  Princeton   

nicole.crossey@troutman.com

D 609.951.4159

OVERVIEW

Nicole focuses her practice on commercial litigation in a variety of areas, including complex business and contract
disputes, insurance litigation, higher education law, class actions, data privacy and security law, gift cards and
certificates, and construction and real estate law. She represents clients in cases throughout the U.S. in federal
and state courts, as well as in mediations, arbitrations, and SEC investigations. Nicole represents clients in diverse
industries, including financial and investment companies, educational institutions, product manufacturers, and
information technology companies, among others.

Nicole is an active pro bono practitioner, having served as counsel in civil rights litigation on behalf of an inmate
challenging the conditions of confinement and alleging constitutional violations. She is also a frequent participant
in firm legal clinics.

Prior to joining the firm, she served as a law clerk to the Honorable Heidi W. Currier in the Appellate Division of the
Superior Court of New Jersey.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Complex Commercial Disputes 

Representing an information technology company in an action involving misappropriation of trade secrets by
former employees related to the formation of a competing business.

Defending a financial institution against breach of fiduciary duty and contract claims arising out of an estate
dispute.

Defending major financial services advisory firm against breach of contract, negligence, and breach of fiduciary
claims arising out of governmental investigation.

Higher Education Law and Class Action Litigation

Representing colleges and universities in putative class actions brought by students and parents seeking tuition
and fee refunds related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Counseling colleges, universities, and other educational institutions on compliance with the federal Clery Act,
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the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and other federal and state laws; policies and
procedures dealing with Title IX of the amendments to the Higher Education Act; and on student conduct
policies and proceedings and corporate governance disputes.

Defending private university in employment discrimination action.

Insurance

Representing leading national insurers in bad faith actions challenging their claims handling practices.

Representing national insurer and government sub-contractor in personal injury action alleging negligence and
statutory violations.

Advising on complex coverage issues.

Data Privacy and Security

Counseling clients on data privacy and security protocols and safeguards.

Advising clients on data breach reporting and notification obligations under federal, state, and international laws.

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Business Litigation

Class Action

Educational Institutions

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Business Litigation

  Class Action

  Educational Institutions

  Financial Services

  Litigation + Trial

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Member, Steering Committee, Defense Research Institute Women in the Law Committee (2024-2025)

Member, Steering Committee, Defense Research Institute Young Lawyers Committee (2023-2025)

Vice chair, First Gen Initiative, American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division, (2023-2025)

Member, Financial Literacy and Wellness Team, American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division
(2023-2025)

Committee liaison, Cybersecurity and Data Privacy Committee, Defense Research Institute Young Lawyers
Committee (2024-2025)

Vice liaison, Commercial Litigation Substantive Law Committee, Defense Research Institute Young Lawyers
Committee (2022-2023)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Co-op intern, U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, Civil Division
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Judicial intern, U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law, J.D., cum laude, 2019, Order of Barristers; member, Drexel
Law Review
Widener University, B.A., summa cum laude, 2016, political science, history, and international relations

BAR ADMISSIONS

New Jersey

Pennsylvania

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania

CLERKSHIPS

Hon. Heidi W. Currier, Superior Court of New Jersey (Appellate Division), 2019-2020

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Speaker, “A Young Lawyer’s Guide to Initial Case Evaluation and Client Communication,” Defense Research
Institute’s Young Lawyers Webinar, March 27, 2024.

Moderator, “Financial Literacy and Wellness Basics for New and First-Generation Attorneys,” American Bar
Association, November 13, 2023

PUBLICATIONS

Co-author, “OCR’s Directive on Race-Conscious Policies in Higher Education,” Troutman Pepper Locke,
February 24, 2025.

Co-author, “Exercise Caution Before Stating a Lawsuit is “Without Merit”,” Troutman Pepper, August 15, 2023.

Co-author, Third Circuit chapter forthcoming, 2025 Survey of Federal Class Action Law: A U.S. Supreme Court
and Circuit-by-Circuit Analysis, American Bar Association.

Co-author, Third Circuit chapter, 2024 Survey of Federal Class Action Law: A U.S. Supreme Court and Circuit-
by-Circuit Analysis, American Bar Association.

Co-author, Third Circuit chapter, 2023 Survey of Federal Class Action Law: A U.S. Supreme Court and Circuit-
by-Circuit Analysis, American Bar Association.
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