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Rick's leadership in corporate restructuring across diverse sectors and his experience with major energy
restructurings make him a trusted advisor for complex financial and regulatory challenges.

OVERVIEW

Rick brings extensive experience in corporate restructuring and bankruptcy solutions across various economic
sectors, including energy, manufacturing, gaming, health care, and retail. He represents companies in business
litigation, arbitration, and regulatory disputes, particularly in oil and gas exploration, development, transportation,
refining, and marketing. Rick also advises on distressed transactions, including asset acquisitions, divestitures,
joint operations, and regulatory implications.

Rick represents creditors in commercial collection litigation, property litigation, enforcement of security rights, and
bankruptcy litigation. Additionally, he forms or represents unsecured creditor committees in numerous
reorganizations, including Seadrill Limited, Diamond Offshore, and Yuma Exploration.

Rick’s clients, ranging from major energy companies to unsecured creditor committees, appreciate his ability to
help navigate complex regulatory landscapes and his dedication to achieving outcomes in their favor. They often
cite his strategic foresight and comprehensive understanding of financial risks. Rick’s involvement in high-profile
cases like Macondo (Deepwater Horizon) and his work with regulatory bodies such as BOEM and BSEE
underscore his capability to manage intricate legal challenges.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Represented Seadrill Limited in its Chapter 11 reorganization, involving over $7 billion in debt.

Represented Diamond Offshore in its Chapter 11 reorganization, involving over $2.6 billion in debt.

Represented Yuma Exploration in its Chapter 11 reorganization.

Represented creditors in the Macondo (Deepwater Horizon) litigation.

Advised major energy companies on regulatory compliance with BOEM and BSEE.

Represented unsecured creditor committees in numerous reorganizations.

Handled distressed transactions, including asset acquisitions and divestitures.
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AWARDS

Global Restructuring Review 100 (2019, 2021-2024)

Super Lawyers®: Louisiana, Bankruptcy (2008-2024)

Best Lawyers in America®: Lawyer of the Year (New Orleans), Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights /
Insolvency and Reorganization Law (2022)

Best Lawyers in America®: Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law
(2022-2026)

Chambers USA: Bankruptcy/Restructuring (2010-2025)

New Orleans Magazine Top Lawyer in New Orleans, Bankruptcy Section (2009-2014)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Bankruptcy + Restructuring

Business Litigation

Distressed Mergers + Acquisitions

Energy

Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Bankruptcy + Restructuring

  Business Litigation

  Commercial Contracting

  Debtor + Committee Representations

  Distressed Mergers + Acquisitions

  Energy

  Environmental Litigation + Enforcement Defense

  Litigation + Trial

  Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement

PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Advisory board member, Institute for Energy Law
Chair, Programs Committee

Member, American Bankruptcy Institute

Member, Turnaround Management Association

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, J.D., 1992

Tulane University, B.A., 1986, economics 

BAR ADMISSIONS
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https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-and-insolvency/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/litigation-trial/business-litigation/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-and-insolvency/distressed-mergers-and-acquisitions/
https://www.troutman.com/services/industries/energy-and-infrastructure/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/regulatory-investigations-strategy-enforcement/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-and-insolvency/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/litigation-trial/business-litigation/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/corporate/commercial-contracting/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-and-insolvency/debtor-and-committee-representations/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-and-insolvency/distressed-mergers-and-acquisitions/
https://www.troutman.com/services/industries/energy-and-infrastructure/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/environmental-and-natural-resources/environmental-litigation-and-enforcement-defense/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/litigation-trial/
https://www.troutman.com/services/practices/regulatory-investigations-strategy-enforcement/


Louisiana

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Mississippi (pro hac vice)

U.S. District Court, District of Delaware (pro hac vice)

U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York (pro hac vice)

U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas

U.S. District Court, Middle District of Louisiana

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Louisiana

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas

U.S. District Court, Western District of Louisiana

PUBLICATIONS

Co-author, “Riding the Regulatory Wave: BOEM Issues New Rules for Surfing the Provision of Financial
Assurance,” Locke Lord QuickStudy, April 25, 2024.

Co-author, “BOEM Wasn’t Built in a Day: After Three Years New Financial Regulations Are Nearing
Finalization,” Locke Lord QuickStudy, July 11, 2023.

MEDIA COMMENTARY

Quoted, “Post-Downturn Bankruptcies Enable Oilfield Services Sector to Reset Financial Balances,” Drilling
Contractor, October 13, 2022.
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