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OVERVIEW

For more than two decades, Tom represented some of the world’s largest corporations on their most complex
commercial development and land use issues in the mid-Atlantic. An article in The Virginia
Lawyer’s Weekly recognized Tom as one of the “Leaders in the Law,” and noted that he has built “one of the
leading land use practices in Virginia.” He served as lead land use counsel to a national retailer in obtaining
multijurisdictional governmental approvals and entitlements necessary to expand throughout Virginia and
Maryland, and for a major market entry into the District of Columbia. He also represented one of the world’s
foremost technology companies on land use issues associated with certain high profile data center projects in
Northern Virginia. He successfully obtained the rezoning and special use permit approvals for what is currently the
largest operating solar facility in the mid-Atlantic, in addition to a variety of discretionary approvals for other large
renewable energy projects. Other projects included distribution centers, a planned mixed-use community owned
by one of the nation’s foremost homebuilders, the development of statewide telecommunications infrastructure,
an international shipping terminal, asphalt and concrete manufacturing, health care facilities, and a wide variety of
other national, regional, and local projects.

Earlier in his career, Tom spent nearly a decade on the U.S. Senate staff, where he was involved in drafting,
managing, and negotiating legislation on a broad variety of national and international issues. As chief counsel to
one of the standing committees of the Senate (whose membership included a future vice president, attorney
general, secretary of state, and secretary of defense), Tom managed the committee’s extensive legislative
agenda in addition to handling treaties, nominations for cabinet and sub-cabinet level officials, and a variety of
constitutional and international legal issues.

Committed to providing pro bono legal assistance to those most in need, Tom served for several years as the
Virginia Bar Association’s representative on the Board of the Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia. He received
the firm’s pro bono award twice, and previously served as chair of the firm’s Hampton Roads Office Pro Bono
Committee.

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

Washington and Lee University School of Law, J.D., Burks Scholar; American Jurisprudence Award for
Constitutional Law, 1994
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Georgetown University, B.S., cum laude, 1985, Foreign Service 
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