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A meticulous planner and strategic thinker, Walter focuses his practice on multistate and multitenant commercial
real estate transactions of significant scale and complexity. His clients value his attention to detail,
responsiveness, and drive to see projects through to completion.

OVERVIEW

Walter focuses his practice on the acquisition, sale, development, and leasing of commercial real estate. He has
extensive experience negotiating and preparing office, industrial, and retail leases for space in urban and
suburban markets and negotiating and representing developers of mixed-use projects. Additionally, Walter has
represented developers and operators of resort and hospitality projects across the U.S. and frequently assists
clients in the acquisition and disposition of portfolios of real estate assets.

Over the course of his career, through upturns and downturns in the real estate market, Walter has maintained a
reputation as someone who gets deals done, finding win-win outcomes that overcome obstacles, and achieving
his clients’ goals.

Walter is a LEED Accredited Professional (LEED-AP), a distinction he earned through the Green Building
Certification Institute. Having served for six years on the board of the Catawba Lands Conservancy, Walter sees
land conservation and environmental stewardship as connected to, rather than in opposition to, growth, in that the
creation of high-value places where people want to live, work, and spend time ultimately builds long-term
prosperity.

Within the firm, in the business community, and in civic and cultural institutions across the region, Walter leads by
example, focusing on building a positive climate in which others can succeed.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

Represented a client in connection with all aspects of an approximately $700 million sale of a portfolio of nine
first-class multifamily projects while under construction in Florida, Georgia, and North Carolina. The project
included drafting and negotiating an exclusive listing agreement with a global brokerage and capital markets
firm, as well as purchase and sale agreements with two institutional purchasers, with rolling closings for each
sale as construction of the project was completed.

Represented a real estate developer/investor client in connection with the workout of a $400 million real estate
loan portfolio involving 15 properties located in four states.

©2026 Troutman Pepper Locke 1

https://www.troutman.com
https://www.troutman.com/office/charlotte/


Represented a REIT client in connection with the purchase of a $570 million portfolio of commercial real estate
mortgages, mezzanine loans, and B and C notes, including many loans secured by hotel properties.

Represented a health care system client in connection with all phases of a $162 million monetization transaction
involving the sale and leaseback of 15 medical office buildings comprising nearly 600,000 square feet of space
with a publicly traded health care REIT investor.

Represented a client in connection with all phases of the acquisition, leasing, financing, and development of a
2,000-acre destination resort community, including a resort hotel and associated lodging and recreational
facilities, located in northern New Hampshire.

Handled the acquisition, development, leasing, and sale of a $100 million mixed-use project in Huntersville, NC,
involving retail, office, and multifamily uses.

Represented a client in acquiring approximately 12,000 acres of land and conveying approximately 9,000 acres
of the property to The Nature Conservancy in connection with the environmentally sensitive development of a
master-planned residential community in Western Virginia.

Assisted a client in the acquisition, development, leasing, and sale of a business park containing approximately
1 million square feet of office space in six buildings. Several leases involved corporate headquarters relocations.

Represented a client in all aspects of the negotiation and sale of its $210 million portfolio of 51 multitenant office
buildings located in seven states.

Represented a client in the assemblage of land for, and the development, leasing, financing, and sale of, a high-
profile, mixed-use project in Charlotte, NC, incorporating retail, hotel, and multifamily uses.

Represented a client in the voluntary annexation of, and the securing of zoning and development entitlements
for, more than 3,500 acres of land in Fort Mill, SC. This assignment involved the negotiation of a long-term and
complex development agreement with the relevant municipal entity, addressing an extensive array of issues and
concerns anticipated to affect the development of the property over a period of more than 30 years.

Represented a client in renovating and repositioning a mixed-use project that included an office tower and
horizontally integrated multifamily residential and retail components in Greenville, SC.

AWARDS

Best Lawyers in America®: Real Estate Law (2003-2026); Leisure and Hospitality Law (2015-2026)

Chambers USA: Real Estate, North Carolina (2007-2026)

North Carolina Super Lawyers: Real Estate Law (2007-2016)

Legal 500 United States: Real Estate: Real Estate (2015, 2024)

Best Lawyers in America®: “Lawyer of the Year” in Real Estate Law (2012)

Business North Carolina: “Legal Elite” in Real Estate Law (2004-2010, 2025)

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS

Investment, Acquisition + Disposition

Real Estate Joint Ventures + Investments

Real Estate Leasing

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

  Investment, Acquisition + Disposition

  Real Estate

  Real Estate Joint Ventures + Investments

  Real Estate Leasing
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PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

North Carolina Bar Association

South Carolina Bar Association

Member (2024-present), Board of Trustees; Chair of the Nominating Committee (2024-present), University of
North Carolina School of Law Foundation Board

Member (2025-present), Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Providence United Methodist Church

Member (2008-2019), President (2016), Board of Trustees; Chair (2012-2014), Advancement Committee; Co-
chair (2018-2022), Capital Campaign Steering Committee, University of North Carolina School of Law Alumni
Association

Member (2012-present), Advisory Board, UNC Charlotte Belk College of Business Center for Real Estate

Member (2012-2017), Chair (2014-2015), Board of Directors; Chair (2012-2014), Land Acquisition Committee,
Catawba Lands Conservancy

Member (2005-2012), Chair (2008-2010), Board of Directors; Member (2003-2009), Co-chair (2004), Corporate
Partners Campaign Committee, Blumenthal Performing Arts

Member (2013-2016), Executive Speakers Dinner Series Committee; Member (2013), Advisory Board, ULI
Charlotte

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

University of North Carolina School of Law, J.D., with high honors, Order of the Coif, 1986, managing
editor, University of North Carolina Law Review

Clemson University, B.A., summa cum laude; Phi Beta Kappa, 1983

BAR ADMISSIONS

North Carolina

South Carolina

COURT ADMISSIONS

Supreme Court of the United States

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Panelist, “Real Estate and Construction Panel,” Invest: Charlotte 2022, July 21, 2022.

Panelist, ULI 2012 Spring Conference Panel Presentation and Discussion, ULI Charlotte Chapter Meeting, May
2012.

Panelist, “Seasoned Director Insights on Board Roles at Public, Private and Nonprofit Organizations,” RTC-
National Association of Corporate Directors, September 2011.

Panelist, “The Mixed-Use Primer,” Urban Land Institute Spring Council Forum, New Orleans, LA, May 2004.

PUBLICATIONS

Co-author, “Utilizing Rep and Warranties Insurance in CRE Transactions,” Law360, August 4, 2025.
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Co-author, “USA Practice Guide on Real Estate,” Chambers and Partners, 2018.

MEDIA COMMENTARY

Interviewed, “Creatively Handling Deals in Today’s Market,” Invest:Insights, June 1, 2022.

Quoted, “‘Diversified’ Economy: How Law Firms Can Bank on Charlotte,” Daily Reporter, February 15, 2022.

Interviewed, “Spotlight On: Walter Fisher, Charlotte Office Managing Partner, Troutman Pepper Hamilton
Sanders LLP,” Invest: Charlotte, December 8, 2021.

Quoted, “Law Firm Expands Charlotte Practice as Major Merger Looms,” Charlotte Business Journal, February
6, 2020.

Quoted, “Law Firms Are Flocking to Charlotte as the Southeast Flourishes,” The American Lawyer, July 31,
2019.

Quoted, “Troutman Sanders Adds 3 K&L Gates Benefits Attys in NC,” Law360, July 17, 2019.

Quoted, “Troutman Lifts Trio of Charlotte Partners From K&L Gates,” Daily Report, July 10, 2019.
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